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The impact of administrative reform policies on achieving

sustainable development goals in local administration: an applied
study in Beheira Governorate
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Abstract

Local governance in any society is the right gateway to any progress
or development. Progress or development that starts from the bottom up,
which is primarily the responsibility of local governance, achieves the
greatest degree of public satisfaction through the implementation of
decentralization policies and the promotion of community participation in
policy-making and decision-making at the local level. Developing public
organizations is an imperative to ensure they are efficient and effective in
meeting challenges, keeping pace with changes in their internal and
external environments, and interacting with citizens to provide them with
distinguished services that contribute to achieving sustainable
development. This research aims to demonstrate the impact of
administrative reform on enhancing sustainable development efforts in
local governance, as applied to Beheira Governorate. It also presents
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recommendations supporting the development and reform of public
organizations to enhance and support sustainable development efforts.

The research applied the descriptive analytical approach; a
questionnaire was designed to collect the data. The study population
included all employees working in Beheira Governorate, the numbering
approximately 950 individuals. The study relied on a stratified random
sample; where (300) questionnaires were distributed, (275) responses were
recovered, at a rate of (91.67%), which is considered a high rate.

The results showed that local administration today faces significant
challenges that have led to the spread of many forms of corruption,
negatively affecting institutional performance and the efficiency of
development program implementation. These challenges include weak anti-
corruption efforts and the prevalence of social, administrative, and political
values that foster, protect, and tolerate corruption. These challenges also
include weak implementation of professional standards in appointing
officials and weak procedures for implementing cooperation and
coordination between public institutions and relevant bodies in combating
corruption. Identifying these challenges can lead to genuine anti-corruption
reform and achieving the desired goals of sustainable development, in
accordance with the proposed mechanisms for completing the
administrative reform process. The findings highlight a number of
conclusions, most notably the weakness of institutions responsible for
development plans and their follow-up, their poor performance in
achieving sustainable development goals, and their lack of knowledge of
developments aimed at achieving sustainable development. The study
recommended a number of recommendations to achieve the desired
administrative reform and eliminate the widespread administrative and
financial corruption in various local administration offices by activating the
role of integrity and administrative oversight in holding accountable all
those who engage in corruption and bribery, from the most junior employee
to senior officials. Seriously and strongly to reduce the phenomenon of
corruption in all local institutions.
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